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Remembering Former Mayor Jim Helms

The City of Arcadia is deeply saddened by the passing of
former Mayor James “Jim” Helms at the age of 100. A
veteran, attorney, philanthropist, and beloved
community leader, Jim leaves behind an extraordinary
legacy of service in Arcadia and across the San Gabriel
Valley. 

Jim carried his devotion to public service throughout his
life. He put his education on hold when he was drafted
into the U.S. Army during World War II, serving
honorably before continuing in the Army Reserve and
ultimately retiring as a Major in 1985.

After the war, Jim earned his Juris Doctor from the
University of Southern California. In 1951, he married
Georgiana, his lifelong partner, and together they raised
three daughters. Jim opened his law practice in Arcadia
in 1953 and maintained a successful career for more
than six decades, retiring at the age of 94.

Jim’s influence on Arcadia’s civic life was profound. Elected
to the City Council in 1967, he served eight years,
including a term as Mayor from 1971 to 1972. During his
tenure, he guided some of the City’s most impactful
decisions. Most notably, Jim was the first Council Member
to vote in favor of the development that would become
Santa Anita Fashion Park in 1971, now known as the
Shops at Santa Anita. At a time when the community was
divided over the project, he emphasized preserving
Arcadia’s residential character while ensuring a source of
revenue to relieve taxpayers. 

Today, ten of Arcadia’s top 25 Sales Tax producers can be
found in the Shops at Santa Anita, underscoring Jim’s
foresight to bring a strong revenue source to Arcadia. Well
beyond City Hall, Jim’s dedication extended to countless
organizations. He was active in the Arcadia Elks Lodge, the
Masonic Lodge, and the Arcadia Chamber of Commerce,
serving as its president, and chairing major civic
celebrations. He was also honored twice as Arcadia’s
Citizen of the Year.

Jim’s generosity and volunteerism were felt far beyond
local government. He devoted decades to Methodist
Hospital, now USC Arcadia Hospital, serving on the
Foundation Board for more than 25 years, including as
board chair and later Director Emeritus. He also served as
chairman of the Arcadia United Way, president of the San
Gabriel Valley Legal Aid Society, and was a committed
member of the Arcadia Rotary Club, Arcadia Episcopal
Church, and many other organizations. 

Jim is survived by his two daughters and an extended
network of friends, colleagues, and community members
whose lives he touched. His vision, integrity, and enduring
commitment to Arcadia leave a legacy that will be
remembered for generations. 




